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(Hotto Kokushi)
(1207 ~1298)
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Kokokuji  Temple

This temple was founded n 1227 hy Katsurayama no Goro
Kagetoma, whose religious name was Gansho Shonin, to assure the
repose of the coul of Minamoto no Sanetomo, the third Kamakura
Shogun.  Originally the temple was called Saihoji and helonged
to the Shingon sect of Buddhism. in 1253 Kagetomo invited
Shinchi Kakushin to become the teniple’s head priest. Kakushin
changed the (emple’s sect afl ching from Lhe Shingon
16 Rinzai seel of Zow.  Rakusk 1298 and after his death
way given (e honorable tille Kol i In 1340 Emperor Go-
murakami honoced ihe temple itself with the new name of “Koko-
&ajitt An 1545 Hashiba Hideyoshi’s army attacked Kisha(now
Wakazama), burning most of Kokokuji's buildings (o the ground.
Later, under the pateonage of the Daimyotlord) of the Asanos and

the Tok as, the buiklings were d

1 may be asted that Kokokuji, is the birthplace of the custom
among Zen Buddhists of wearing baniboo baskets aver their heads
and playing shaluhachi, long vertical flutes. The temple is also
the place af origin of Kinzani mise. u food made from sogheans,

as wel) ax shovu, Japanese voy sauce.
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